Girlguiding Sheffield Outdoor Activities Centre Whiteley Wood.  1/09/08

Risk assessment for Canoeing

 Instructor to hold the appropriate BCU qualification, minimum requirement level 1 coach (Checked by staffing committee and OAA)

	Hazard
	Risk
	Control Measures
	Comments/Action
	Risk rating

	Avoidable objective dangers/unsuitable location for ability of group 
	Disabling or fatal injury
	· The Pond has been classified under Water classification as Unclassified

· Water conditions monitored


	· Guide manual 4th edition

· Instructors and wardens-steps taken to assess water quality if necessary by environmental health
	Low

	Objects falling from above, trips and slips around pond area
	Disabling or fatal injury
	· Branches/trees checked for overhanging 

· Landing stage to be used only for getting in and out of canoes

· Children waiting to canoe to be supervised

· Briefing of children by instructor prior to activity on expected behaviour


	· Wardens to monitor and act on accordingly

· Adult in charge of group to monitor

· Adult in charge of group to arrange for another adult to be present

· Instructor with assistance from adult in charge of group
	Low

	Equipment failure
	Drowning
	· All equipment checked annually by BCU level 3 coach

· Equipment log kept

· Instructors to hold minimum level 1 BCU coaching and water safety

· Instructor follows BCU code of practice

· Ratios as recommended by instructor

· Lifebuoy available at pond site

· Personal buoyancy aids to be worn correctly by all on the water


	· Arranged by wardens each March

· Wardens to file

· Record of qualifications kept by wardens

· Instructor

· Instructor in consultation with group leader

· Instructor to check worn correctly
	

	Pollution/infection –water quality
	Illness
	· Pupils briefed on hygiene

· Open cuts and sores covered

· Shower after activity
	· Instructor and group first aider

· Either on site if staying or immediately on arrival back home if one day visit
	

	Exposure to environmental factors-heat, cold, rain, wind
	Disabling or fatal injury
	· Adequate protective clothing and equipment

· Check weather forecast

· Ability to change plans if weather inappropriate
	· Kit list available from warden

· Checked by leaders and instructor 

· Instructor, leaders and wardens
	Low

	Illness or injury


	Disabling or fatal injury or illness
	· Instructor first aid trained 

· Information about existing medical conditions known by instructor and leaders

· Accident/emergency procedures known by leaders

· First aid equipment carried by instructor and leaders
	· Certificate recorded by staffing committee

· Recommend group also provide a first aider

· Health forms (Leaders to inform instructor)

· Access to mobile phone with appropriate phone numbers.


	Low

	Existing medical condition
	Illness
	· Use of appropriate health and parental consent forms

· Ensure medication available
	· Leader in charge
	Low


