Girlguiding Sheffield Outdoor Activities Centre Whiteley Wood.        Last updated 1/09/08
Risk Assessment – Indoor climbing/traversing

Leader competence must be approved by Girl Guiding Sheffield for Guiding groups and have the minimum of Climbing and Abseiling level 1. Qualifications checked by staffing committee and OAA.   Schools need to check with their own LEA adviser for advice.   Qualifications needed to use the wall above the red line. For traversing the leader in charge must be over 18. 

	Hazard


	Risk
	Control Measures
	Comments/Action
	Risk rating

	Lack of information
	Disabling or fatal injury
	Read and sign having read Climbing Wall instructions
	Sign book in wardens office on arrival
	low

	Avoidable object dangers
	Disabling or fatal injury
	· Gainsford is assessed by the instructor as being appropriate for the group for climbing.

· For groups using the wall below the line for traversing the leader in charge checks safety
	· Carried out by the instructor

· Carried out by group leader

· Warden will place mats and helmets in position prior to the session starting.
	low

	Equipment failure and inappropriate use of equipment
	Disabling or fatal injury
	· Qualified supervision if required as above

· Instruction/monitoring of use of equipment

· Equipment checked annually by own site inspector

· Equipment checked back in by the instructor
	· Record of qualifications collated by staffing committee and OAA

· By the instructor/group leader

· Organised by warden in March

· Faults reported after each use by instructor to warden
	low

	Fall from height, objects falling from above, trips and slips at foot of wall
	Disabling or fatal injury
	· Qualified supervision as above, instructors working within remit of qualification

· Group size and ratios suitable (max 1:8)

· Appropriate specialist climbing equipment used (ropes, harnesses etc)

· Proper briefing of children, behaviour monitored and managed appropriately, vigilance of all staff during activity

· Helmets worn at base of wall face
	· See warden if further guidance needed

· Leaders and extra helpers all to be aware

· Leaders and extra helpers to ensure
	low

	Unsuitable clothing
	Injury
	· Appropriate clothing and footwear to be worn
	· Kit list (See warden for further guidance)
	low

	Illness or injury
	Disabling or fatal injury or illness
	· Instructor first aid trained 

· Information about existing medical conditions known by leaders

· Accident/emergency procedures known by leaders

· First aid equipment carried by party
	· Certificate recorded by staffing committee and OAA

· Recommend group also provide a first aider

· Health forms (Leaders to inform instructor)

· Warden on site
	low

	Existing medical condition
	Illness
	· Use of appropriate health and parental consent forms

· Ensure any medication available
	· Leader in charge
	low


