Girlguiding Sheffield Outdoor Activities Centre Whiteley Wood.  1/09/08

Risk Assessment –Outdoor Problem Solving, pioneering, night line, shelter building

 This activity provides group challenges; some equipment may be used, including planks, ropes, barrels etc. Blindfolds are sometimes used. Leaders should may wish to “dry run” the activities beforehand.

	Hazard
	Risk
	Control Measures
	Comments/Action
	Risk rating

	Avoidable objective dangers/unsuitable location
	Injury
	· Location is suitable with no objective dangers (e.g. steep slopes are avoided)
· Usually close to accommodation, communication, first aid etc.
	· Leader in charge to check before

with warden


	Low

	Fall from height, objects falling from above, trips and slips
	Injury


	· Low level, no activity above reach of participants
· Leader and other adults understand how to “spot” participants appropriately
· Children involved in spotting are trained appropriately
· Proper briefing of children, behaviour monitored and vigilance of all staff during activity particularly if participants blindfolded
· Activities assessed by leader prior to taking part to be suitable for the age etc. of group
	· Leader in charge 

· Leader in charge

· Leader in charge

· Leader in charge

· Leader in charge


	Low



	Equipment failure


	Injury 
	· Equipment used is found suitable for the task

· Lifting of heavy equipment is avoided or properly managed with clear briefings


	· Warden to check regularly, leaders to report any problems with equipment to wardens

· Leader in charge
	Low



	Illness or injury


	Disabling or fatal injury or illness
	· Information about existing medical conditions known by instructor and leaders

· Accident/emergency procedures known by leaders

· First aid equipment carried by instructor and leaders

· Personal equipment-blindfolds not to be shared
	· Recommend group also provide a first aider

· Health forms (Leaders to inform instructor)

· Access to mobile phone with appropriate phone numbers.

· Leader in charge to arrange


	Low

	Existing medical condition
	illness
	· Use of appropriate health and parental consent forms

· Ensure any medication available
	· Leader in charge
	low


