Girlguiding Sheffield Outdoor Activities Centre Whiteley Wood.  June 2011
Risk assessment for Weaseling 

This activity is a communication game and involves scrambling on, around and under boulders and small rocks in the Burbage area of the Peak District. Guiding groups are led by competent adults with suitable experience. Other voluntary groups need to check with their organisation as to who is able to lead. School groups need to check with their LEA.

	Hazard
	Risk
	Control Measures
	Comments/Action
	Risk rating

	Avoidable objective dangers/unsuitable location for ability of group 
	Disabling or fatal injury
	· Route is assessed by the instructor prior to session and during the activity

· Route is suitable without use of additional equipment such as ropes or helmets
	Weaseling instructor to assess
	Low

	Fall from height, objects falling from above, trips and slips
	Disabling or fatal injury
	· Instructor and other adults to spot any children in difficulty

· Group size and ratios appropriate (max 12 children) min of 2 adults per group not including the instructor 

· All participants wear helmets

· Briefing of children by instructor prior to activity on expected behaviour
	· Monitored by all adults during activity

· For guiding groups ratios as set out in the Guiding manual for activities

· See warden for further guidance
	Low

	Pollution/infection (From any waste encountered)
	Illness
	· Adequate protective outdoor clothing with long sleeves and gloves

· Pupils briefed on hygiene
	· Kit list. See warden for further guidance

· Instructor and leaders
	

	Exposure to environmental factors-heat, cold, rain, wind
	Disabling or fatal injury
	· Adequate protective clothing and equipment

· Check weather forecast

· Ability to change plans if weather inappropriate
	· Kit list as above

· Checked by leaders and instructor before departure
	Low

	Illness or injury


	Disabling or fatal injury or illness
	· Instructor first aid trained 

· Information about existing medical conditions known by instructor and leaders

· Accident/emergency procedures known by leaders

· First aid equipment carried by instructor and leaders
	· Certificate recorded by warden

· Recommend group also provide a first aider

· Health forms (Leaders to inform instructor)

· Access to mobile phone with appropriate phone numbers.

· Access to a vehicle if possible
	Low

	Existing medical condition
	Illness
	· Use of appropriate health and parental consent forms

· Ensure medication available
	· Leader in charge
	Low


